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Successful development, implementation, and assessment of the effectiveness of critical pathways involves many processes and tools. Numerous pathways have been developed and the value of this tool in improving patient care has been demonstrated in some patient groups.27,29 Pharmacists are becoming more involved, but the window of opportunity is small. Critical pathways are routinely being utilized to optimally sequence time-appropriate interventions of the interdisciplinary plan of care set forth to achieve patient satisfaction and desired outcomes. Pharmacists must seize the chance to provide pharmaceutical care and assure their participation in the development and implementation of critical pathways.